OUTGOING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR THE 5TH CARIBBEAN SEA AND GULF OF MEXICO HYDROGRAPHIC COMMISSION (CGMHC)

1. Period of report

The UK’s period of CGMHC chairmanship was from November 1999 to June 2002 and included the 4th CGMHC Conference in Kingston, Jamaica, 17th to 19th April 2000.

2. Agenda items

The main agenda items at the 4th CGMHC were:

· Review of the Commission Statutes

· Report from the 2nd Extraordinary International Hydrographic Conference

· Progress of INT charting in the Region, in particular the medium scale scheme

· Implementation of GMDSS in the Region

· Report of International Telecommunications Workshops

· Status of WEND/distribution of ENC in the Region

· Status of hydrographic surveys in the Region

· Report of the Caribbean Study Team

· International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)

· Status of International Bathymetric Chart of the Caribbean Sea Project

Of these, the four topics of most concern to the Commission have remained:

· the progress of INT charting

· GMDSS implementation

· ENC coverage 

· the status of hydrographic surveys

3. Progress of INT charting in the Region [IHO WP 1 & 3]

Following liaison with the co-ordinator of INT chart region C1, the coast of Guyana has now been included in INT chart region B. A list of ports has been compiled as a possible basis for a large scale INT series. The medium scale INT scheme was approved in principle at the 3rd CGMHC Conference, amended slightly following 4th CGMHC and now awaits promulgation. Allocation of producer nations for all charts is not yet complete. Proposals have been circulated for comment for a small scale 1:1million INT scheme of the Region.

4. Implementation of GMDSS [IHO WP 1 and 3]

This has continued to be a major initiative for the Commission during the past 2½ years. Following the 3rd CGMHC Conference a joint FR/UK Study team was launched to visit nations in order to discuss their plans for implementation of GMDSS before the deadline of February 1999. The Study Team made a valuable contribution to raising awareness of GMDSS issues and its implementation in the Caribbean. Following their visit, four workshops have been held in the Region to discuss National Master Plans and initiate regional harmonisation. At the last workshop in Havana, in May 2000, it was announced that a joint initiative had raised the necessary funding to fit all the Eastern Caribbean States with VHF DSC. Plans are already proceeding to give NAVTEX coverage of the same area but plans for the Western Caribbean still await implementation. There will be an update from the NAVAREA IV Co-ordinator at the forthcoming 5th CGMHC Conference.

5. Status of WEND/distribution of ENC in the area [IHO WP 1,2 & 3]

The ENC WG has primarily been concerned with the implementation of WEND in the Region. In

1999, the meeting recommended that, in order to promote ENC production and to encourage early use of ENCs by shipping companies operating in the area, a SHARED type demonstration should be considered for the CGMHC Region. A draft plan was discussed at the 2001 meeting of the WG and Cuba and the USA were appointed as joint plan co-ordinators. In order to promote electronic charting production, a web site has been established (http://www.iho-cgmhc.org) containing details of the proposed plan and a record of the last meeting.

6. Status of hydrographic surveys [IHO WP 1 & 2]

The surveying capacity of Member States in the Region varies widely. Member States were invited to establish an inventory of surveys for their waters for collation by the US. This project awaits additional material before it can be completed.

7. International Coral Reef Initiative [IHO WP 1 and 3]

The International Coral Reef Initiative was first introduced to the ENC WG through a presentation made at the 1999 meeting. It outlined the need to better protect reefs from damage by maritime activities and considered how improved depiction of coral on charts could contribute to this. The issue was discussed further at the 4th CGMHC and a recommendation was made to forward a proposal to the Chart Standardisation Committee Chairman, for consideration of adoption of a unique symbol for coral on all affected nautical charts.  Environmentally sensitive sea areas, including coral, have been discussed by the CSC and the results of the discussions are about to be formally circulated. 

8. Status of the International Bathymetric Chart of the Caribbean & Gulf of Mexico (IBCCA) [IHO WP 1 & 3]

The IBCCA is a regional project of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO with the principal objective of developing a series of bathymetric maps of the Caribbean Sea and Gulf of Mexico at scales of 1:1 M and 1: 250,000. A number of sheets have been captured digitally and a CD-ROM with vector files of the Gulf of Mexico were due to be released in September 2001, although nothing has been released to date. 

9. 4th CGMHC Conclusions

Two key outstanding issues that are particularly worthy of mention are the publication of the INT chart scheme for Area B (CGMHC) and the implementation of GMDSS in the region.

10. Developments since 4th CGMHC Conference

Two main issues affected the region since the 4th CGMHC Conference; CGMHC input to IHO Circular Letter 31/2001, Study of the availability and compatibility of ENCs to satisfy the worldwide requirements of shipping and the announcement of the CGMHC representative (US) to the SPWG.
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