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Expand the existing Caribbean Sea-Gulf of Mexico Hydrographic Commission to include coverage of the Eastern Pacific of North and Central America to form a MesoAmerican-Caribbean Sea Hydrographic Commission (MACHC)

Submitted by:
United States, Cuba, Mexico

Reference:
IHO Circular Letter 46/2001, IHO Work Programme 2001-2005, Task 1.1.1, page 4
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Proposal

It is proposed to expand the existing Caribbean Sea-Gulf of Mexico Hydrographic Commission to include activities in Pacific Ocean areas of the United States, all Central American Countries and Colombia.  This requires revision of Article 1 b. of the existing Commission Statutes.  The Conference is requested to approve the realignment of the Caribbean Sea-Gulf of Mexico Hydrographic Commission to form the “MesoAmerican-Caribbean Sea Hydrographic Commission” (MACHC) by approving the revision of Article 1 b. of the Statutes as follows:

 [Revised Article 1.b]

Article 1 b.  (added text in italics)

The geographic Region covered by the Commission shall be that defined in the west by the Eastern Pacific Ocean area eastward of 120 degrees West of INT charting Scheme Region A, bounded on the south by the North boundary of INT chart Region C2, and the Caribbean Sea and Gulf of Mexico covered by Charting Scheme Region B, included as depicted on Annex 2., hereafter   This area is hereinafter referred as “the Region.”

(A graphic of Annex 2 depicting the Region is attached.  Also, according to Article 12, paragraph B of the existing Statutes, “modification of the Statutes requires the approval of at least two-thirds (2/3) of the Full Members of the Commission”)

[Original Proposed Article 1.b]

Article 1 b.  (added text in italics)

The geographic Region covered by the Commission shall be that defined by the Eastern Pacific Ocean area southward of 35°N of the IHO INT Charting Scheme Region A, and the Caribbean Sea and Gulf of Mexico covered by Charting Scheme Region B, included as depicted on Annex 2., hereafter   This area is hereinafter referred as “the Region.”

(The graphic of Annex 2 will require revisions accordingly.  Also, according to Article 12, paragraph B of the existing Statutes, “modification of the Statutes requires the approval of at least two-thirds (2/3) of the Full Members of the Commission”)

Comments

Based on the INT Chart Region, which serves as the basis for most other Hydrographic Commissions, the IHO has been trying to fill the gap along the Pacific Coast of North and Central America.  At the northern limits of this area, the US-Canada Hydrographic Commission is already in place and functioning well.  While this Commission could be expanded southward to perhaps include Mexico, it would not be sufficient to satisfy the remainder of the Central American Coast along the Pacific.  Consequently the IHB has discussed a new NE Pacific Hydrographic Commission to address issues in the Pacific Coast area of North and Central America, which would include areas presently covered by the US-Canada Hydrographic Commission.  

While, the IHO proposal is based on the INT Chart Region coverage, this particular Region (INT Chart Area “A”) also extends eastward across the North American continent to the Atlantic and thus, the association between INT Chart Regions and Hydrographic Commissions is not consistent in this case.  The IHO proposed North East Pacific Hydrographic Commission would obviously not extend to the Atlantic, leaving that area to the existing US-Canada Hydrographic Commission.  However this arrangement would force both the US and Canada to attend two separate Commission meetings to discuss coordination activities between the two countries.  These two meetings would likely be attended by the same persons to discuss essentially the same topics/activities.  Both the US and Canada consider this arrangement to be a very inefficient use of both human and financial resources.

However, we agree that there is a need for establishing coordination to address issues affecting the Pacific Coast of Central American area.  All, except El Salvador, of the potentially affected Members are already party to the CGMHC and it is already difficult to identify resources for representatives of many of these nations to attend the CGMHC.  With the establishment of a new North East Pacific Hydrographic Commission, these same Members will have to attend yet another Commission meeting with essentially the same people.  Similarly, the IHB representative would have to travel to another Commission meeting as well.  Since El Salvador is the only Central American country not included in the existing CGMHC, a reasonable solution or alternative to a North East Pacific Hydrographic Commission is to expand the existing CGMHC Region to include Pacific Coast matters as a part of a revised CGMHC.  Expanding to the Pacific would add one Member State, El Salvador.  This approach would allow the US-Canada Hydrographic Commission to continue as it has in the past and have minimal impact on the operation of the CGHMC.  This arrangement will also allow more efficient uses of both human and financial resources

Finally, this proposal is an attempt to avoid unnecessarily complicating regional activities by dividing up the world into too many pieces, resulting in higher costs to all involved.  If accepted by the Conference, the realigned CGMHC (renamed MACHC, or another agreed upon name) would be a major Hydrographic Commission.  It already has nearly 20 countries involved, although the area of representation looks small in comparison to other Hydrographic Commissions. Expanding to the Pacific would address that issue to a degree by enlarging the area of representation.

This should also be favorable to IHO since the IHB tries to attend all Hydrographic Commission meetings, and adding another Commission would adversely impact IHB’s resources and ability to attend.  
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